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Africa, to send an army into Zululand to obtain the chief's
submission. Cetewayo immediately declared war, and Sir
Battle Frere then instructed General Thesiger (afterwards
better known as Lord Chelmsford) to undertake the military
operations. This General divided his army into five columns,
which advanced separately into the heart of the enemy's
country. One of these, under Colonels Durnford and Pulleme,
comprising four companies of the 24th Regiment and a native
contingent, encamped at the now historic spot of Isandula, on
the left bank of the Buffalo River. Here they were surprised
by an impi of 18,000 Zulu warriors.

General Smith-Dorrien, then a young Lieutenant, had been
out scouting some miles from camp when he suddenly perceived
the advancing Zulus, They were very close, and gave chase
as soon as they cast eyes on him. He set spurs to his hor&e
and galloped for dear life, with a crowd of yelling Zulus after
him. Presently as he rode he came to another young officer
on foot, who asked leave to hang on to his stirrup-leather
to help himself as he ran. In this way they went along,
gradually outdistancing their pursuers. But after a while
Smith-Dorrien's friend lost his wind, and suggested that he
should get up on the horse. His friend assented, and got
down to give the other man a leg up. But, to the horror of
both of them, the officer was no sooner in the saddle than the
horse, panic-stricken by the wild yells of the Zulus, bolted off
at a mad gallop, leaving Smith-Dorrien to the mercy of the
fast-approaching enemy. It was now a race for life. The
Zulus are considered the swiftest runners in the world; but
the Englishman was a public school athlete, and he ran faster
than ever before in his life. For two miles he sprinted
steadily ahead, and at last got into camp. It was none too
soon. Eighteen thousand black warriors surrounded the
British regiment of 8oti menj and attacked them with the
utmost ferocity. Our brave lads, under Colonel Pulleice,
resolved to sell their lives dearly, and for hours they kept at
bay the swarms of savages, who tried to rush them, and get to